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1 KIS PpUnOranie Sicoles us a Ly puocud LORUSYLUWIG SO fo O MLGHEe Grie COntiiisay.

By Theodore M. Knappen
Pittshurgh, Nov, 6,

QAL MINING
rather than

is m rural

an urban dn-

dustry, and the miners are
to be considered as villagers

tather than as eits, There are some |

lurge cities whose population s
largely made up of voal niiners— |
= S I
such as Springtield, 1ll., and Scran

tan, Pa., but the major part of the
11 snzall
l}r

them having virtually no population

voal mineve of America liv

towns  and villages—hundreds

cutside the miners and their fann
lies. These village groups of people |
with the same industrial and liveli

hobd interest have made ovganiza- |

tion of the miners into unions com

paratively eas;. For the same rea-

son they require less leadership and

direction in carrying on o strike |

than if they were dispersed in a
large and diverse population.

Caal is faund in almost overy aort

f topographical environment tha!
he continent offers. You will find !

) . |
niners worl in the pinniacled

mountains of Washington and Brit-
ish

theanow line, and you will find them

Columbia on the very veérge of

burrowing underground in tl -« level

prairies of Kansas and Oklahoma,

s gf Iowa, the flag|

the rolling |
fands of Tllinois and Olia and in all

f the

reaches of Appalachian
nAtain system soithwestward of
New Yor!,

In all

where voal aliounas the farimer and

the agrieultural regions

the miner live side by #ide, ani
wark the one above the other, Tha
one extracts from the dep'hs of the
earth the converied vegetation of
geologic ages near to the hirth of
the world, while the orhor grows
on its surface the econonic vepe-
tation of the human age.

A Shock

Ceal is associated with the man- |

ufacturing industries, and one nat-

urally thinks of the coal miner as a | with the front and back
dweller in evngested communities porches  divided

(uf the drift, into which the coal is

| pany

| 1ile

its tall stacks, The tipple is the
slanting structure that stands over
the hoisting shaft or at the entrance |

noisted or trammed and within |

| which is housed the machinery that |
| dumps the skips and conveys the

coul to the cars waiting underneath.
It is the shipping shed of the mine. |
It and the powerhouses are about |
all that is visible of a coal mine.
The “works" are below the surface. :

Even the largest mines are dis- |
appeintingly not in evidence by sur-i

! face activitiea and structures. Not |
| far from the tipple will be the com- |

store and then mnear by are |

| rows and rows of houses built on the |

same, ususlly ugly, plan and usually
painted the same dreary maroon or |

| dirty gray.

Until recent years all the houses |
in a mining village were exactly

2 each other in their ugliness,
30 ke those of every other |
ge.  They
ranstrosities — two-family }‘uusr.‘u.:i

'
.

are — thege elder |

i he nuane

vards and

precisely  in

—a man who passes his days in sub- | middle by fences and partitions,

terranean darkness ‘and gloom and | They have two stories and generally

his nights in  erewded
slums.  So it 18 with something of ' gile.
a shock of the ineongruocus whon,

motoring along u pleasuint countey

road, you sud h-.l'llj.' meel g throng

of Illnf'k-fu"l'n men  with niers
lamp-caj s, Almost  hefore  you
realize it a turm of the road
plunges you Info a wcoal aaining | gy
community =et down in the n-‘.:!Fil

of farms.

For the most part these n ning
villages nre as architesturally lide-
Ous 6s the grimy workers are un
lovely. In the ro intry, th v oare (i
tinetly not of it.  Allaround vise the
sarved hills with their great sSWeeps
of field and pasture,
orchards and their uestling farm
Houges, Bevand,

fountry of western Pennsylvania,

ascend the blue ridges of the distant
mouttains,

| Far

i this foothill |ya8 4 havd time of

Below are the smoking |

The
about them is the rent, which ranges
from #5 to &0 th

only attractive thing

7.

2 a mon I shonld

the |

tenement have four or five rooms on each |

suv that thut = the only ativactive |

fealure as they woere orviginally buslt,

most of them newa lavs have

flower gardens in front and vege- |

patoh of lnwn.

In all the older villages the burik- |/

nouse and the hoarding-house are

gone. | erhaps because thHey are
& near to roomy nature, the for-
lgners who constitute the bulk of

e eoal miners in these parts have

adopted hicher standavds of lving

thetr groves and | much maore rapidly than their bretl-

A bachelor
it to find quar-
ters, and the housewife thinks her-
self quite above taking boarders.

ren of the steel mills.

stacks of the mine powerhouse and Finding a Boarding-House

above are hevds of cattle, It is but
a step dcross w road from the hud-
dled dwellings of the mine werkers
to the wide spaces of the fields, Hid-
den in gulches and valleys, the min-

ing villages do not greatly afect the

general rural aspect, but  the
streams, running yellow with the|
sulphur water pumped from

mines and lacking all aquatic life
tell the tale of man’s marring
tivities.

T'he Tipple

The gnine, of course, is the venter
of the village.

the | eny.

A mine superinteadent in a vil-
lage mneav Pittsbureh, bhaving
puged two likely new men the other
day, assurved them that he would
find them a boarding place, so, tak.
i them in tow, he called on g cer-
tain Mrs. Mmer, who was not en-
cumbered with numerous prog-
In his hest manner he agked

“n-

i

“Does your wife take boarders?”

I'she eonntered, and changed the sub-

jeet to the weather.
“Oh, they're ecoming fast,” said

It may be a shaft this superintendent, talking about

¢ gardens behind, and even al

v her if she would consider taking |
a¢=[on the two men.

|
!
i..pi‘.

bit

aver

with of meat once week,
heve to the
store and take o loek aveund "

“Tioes thiz look like the ntoles

i} il

Come COMIE Y

alle conditions Presidont

down hoips

itself and the tipple are seen on the extreme left, while on tine rignt are grouped some

i

own eyes I

| zoal,and a company store that knows

Mra. demands fresh!
t}‘“_:

v huyer of the advance guard of

Miner

abie,

lettues around and is 4n

Yiar

Lhe sca

cacht frult or vegetable as
gons roll avound.
Thia is not profligacy, either, oh, |

vou  white-collared dweller.

ity

I'hese miners ean afford to pamper

their tastes and appotites. With iny

saw pay rolis that con-
tained items of 400 a nionth for ma-
chine coal eutters and any number of

1

“loaders™ who had from 350 to $60

a week set down opposite their

names—and not a man on the list,|
the
laborer, drawing less than $5.05 for
And |

a month, and cheap

overn most  humble common

an eicht-hour day. tent not

more than $12

not of profitearing!

Pure Air
III‘E'

are cheap, and thevy are swept by |

houses may be ugly, but they |

Above

inching

coal into the cars
eft—The depths:
A pneumo-eleciric

ind operator,

veam of coal isonly
hiree and a half
~t thick

Right— Yakingcoke

> ey 4

Grading

machine

The

Ty

aben

||!b

ity workers talks 2
turekecper s he pulled

of exesiiont §b and 30

|
|
|
|
|

||

191G that
has been unable to sell bBicnuse

stines of the product of
he
the svorkers demanded the hest and
assoviated wowith the prevailine 310
o

{womeil were buyin

to §15 prices for this yvear's =

“Woha, 1 ohaven't sold =
made suit to o winer this vese fo
iess than §50. They bave made up
thetr aninds that no good suit .n.i.':
tor less than that price, and (hat |

all there 1s to 140"
"I‘iu-

gialus

FEenrEatie wiists

record=-shawed that e |

' the pure aie of the coinntry and sur- |
ronnded Dy Invely vistas just lu-;;nr-dj
vt ranhiackle back fenee,  And the |
utners take advanlape of (he doun- |
tra,  Inevery house is 4 shotgun or
worifle, oy, mayhe, both. The strike |

tat 310 Lo $15 cach and the late t|
ideas in suits  As for the roiver's

Ling” the coal to remove impurities ay it passes on conveyors from the tipple to the cars |

table, nathing goes but the best ogts

e
all weat feony servpulpusly =
eonlitrge vommns angd Ehé £yt sank of
every seafonable vesetabile sod froae
eluding some that ave ot BEHS0N

HERE 18 surcease and balm
for the overtaxed citizen in

these hectic days of billion- | proud to accelaim it.

dollar governmental butdgers
and departmental squanderving of
public funds to know that theve is at
least one branch of the
States service that not only is pay-
g its own way, but which to date
has earned hundreds of thousands of

| dollars for the Administration's
! coffers.
| Peculiarly enough, this thrifty

[group of governmental workers is
[a cox in the army machine, the or-
| ganization which hag been ronsted

mine or a drift, that is, a tunnel his people. “We don't seem to need | to a brown turn because of its

mine; but in either case the chief  much

Americanization

assistance ' wastefulness during the war.

It

18

object that marks its presence is the ' here—at least so far as ambition is [the Labor Employment Branch of

tipple.

If the mine is operated by concerned.

Thev earn

there may not be a powerhouse | liberally and provide well. No sow-

helching black clouds of smoke from | beily and old country soup for them, | it may be garnished with silver| signed w

)

i

These people are thrifty, | the United States Army, with head
electricity, as many ave these days, but they live to live.

quarters at 64 Dey Street, and whon
its service record is written— thouch

chevrons, denoting exclusively ab
home  service—the public will Te

Under the cuid
B, Cox, the of-
wurenu has go-
following  “hic

ance of Captain A,
ficer 1n charee, this
complished  the

United | things':

1. Provided sll the longshoremen,
dock hands and renuired

laborers
for the movement of grmy supnlies

and tracps during the war, Eighity
thousand  such  applications  have
been passed on,

Lolmployved stewards, eoul pass:
ers, diek hands and machinists need-
boen nrmy transpoarts. M thiin
12,5000 have been handled

G0 Addmiinistered all the insuranece
revpuired o the employment of these
men and paid promptly and officient-

wil elaing

4. Mag Deun 2o diseerning and
cautions in its pperationas that dea-

spite the thousands of workers as--

the bureau not ane
vesulted not an explosion
outrage of any aort during the
entire period of the war, i
The amount of money saved can-
npt be figured to the dollar, hecause
of the fluctuating scale adopted by
the shipmasters and other uagents
viio formerly supplied workers to
the government, at an average cost
of 320 a man, but it is certain thut

Known to
il

overt
hiad

it has totaled nearly §1,000,000 in

the employing department of the
bureau alone.
Insurance premiums paid on the

policies held for the workers for-!

merly amounted to
more than $1,000,000 a vear.

cansideriably

All

this money is saved by the insur- |
ance and compensation depurtment, |

under the direction of Captain Al

bert M. Petite. a veteran officer whao !

| has proved himself as adept in his

Saving Money on an Army Job

meraus campaigng m which he par
Licipated,
Captain Cax, whose official fitle

Lielior, tHTen
i th Ofedr, stper-
vises the entive establishment, which
gccupies three floors in the Dey

Strect Building, and he i3 st his
desk for hours every duv, tak '.n;__r il
active part in the work of all de-
partments.  One hundred per cont
efficient himself, he has with him
a staff just as capable, consequentiy
the bureau i hive of
from morning till night.

ndastry

Creed, color and even experiens
exvepting in the technival work

Em
Man his
WOk e thut

are tot tonsidered at the Army
ployment Branch, Alj
to prove when he see

i

he hns a good veeord in' civil life
and is physically fit for the joh fur

ho were theretofore wume | new calling as he was in the nu-}whi-‘!h he applies,

urdee came into effect on November
i |

L the linting scason opened the |
The

wail unlil Monday to know whether

S0

operators had ta

day.

the men had gone hunting or strik-|

i3 g

There's no deadly erind foy the
eners firaper. ey work when
they ool dikeats They measure theiy
wark by theivoutput and theie neees-
taes rath

wr than by the ninnber of
fiours,  The eight-hour day is only a
Find of maximum that they mostly
wnore. One miner will get out a

Hundred tons of eoal in live days

aid ahother won't get out eighty in

six davs. The superior workman
fecls that he 3 earned a day off
whenever he fools like it Or, if he
nas eleaned up the pile of coal that
the cutters and the sheoters threw

down for him at a certain face, he

picks up his kit and trudges to the
shutt, even if he has worked only
v or =iv hours,

Bes

udes, the world is very delight-
ful above, there are squirrels in the
woads and rabbits in the bushes—
wHd there 1an't much life and joy in

all undérground hole that may be
anly throe feet high.  Also, it's
Ionely,  In most mine work the

worker tolls alune in his room in the
dosll seam with none but the feeble
Heht of his head lamp, which, by the
way, is nowadays likely to be anp

eleetrie light fed from a  small

Ilaw

| electricaliy
| other

(i3 thrown

| blasts,

| to

| week

| the eountry.

miners’ cottages

storage battery strapped o
waist,
The mine 15 dark end

SEAS Very cramped a

it is damp, but there
SUIMMMEr or snow In Winler o
It is5 neither very cold in
VErY Warm I

Sumn

ventilating fans and

the air puare, and the roar of
traing of “wagun

trams that haul the il a
the hoisting shafy

Il < W

with the outer warld

Reduced Hazards

To be sure, there are hGaza

| euliar to mining, but they have

greatly reduced in recent vear

and by preventive resear
Modern sysfem and machinery
taken much of the hard tc

The face

cut into by a sort of eutting ma

of the

tha mines.

operated

ihc»‘.ea are punched or dr

machines, and the 1
has only to shovel up the ceal
down: for hi
shore up hizs working j
and smooth off the celll

chamber. Even the sad old
mule is getling s fresdom,
electric !

through the drift entrizs.

trolleys
So, after seeing all this— from pt

store and residence — |

non-union mner wh
As he

that

about. had worked

hours he eon

out the six=hour demand, and
didn’t work mors ths
ns

unless felt

couldn't fathiom the Hve-day d

About all he could make out of

was that the strikers wanted
work still less and make 83l more
Of course, 1t must be remoemberail
in all fairness, that these weatog
Pennsylvanin mincs and ming

about the most happ
When they o
full car supply from

they can run every w

the' vear, Including the formid
list of church helidays., and ths
men know liltle of the feast

famine alternutions tt

ize soms mining distrvicts. In :

districts the miners explain
their five-day week and six nou
day is nothing more than an
to stabilize ]i!'i':l_il_lt:fLJull in an
to force a uniform demnnd
suy, take
through, they don't work e

ly, they the e

much now, Yiewed in that ligl
they are striking £or mors work i
I of less, but

a higher rate of pan

in

On ithe Surface
While underground condition
improving from year to year, |

surface environment also 1s et
better: The new mining towns o
not ugly monotones. The two.
| evesores in maroon and egrav o
giving way to cheerful one-fan,
bungalows, the muddy lanes to t

[ly concreted streets, the yug
front yards to smooth lawns, T
tubs are being more freely int

ly
duced, now that the :‘nrv';';.rr--
beginning (o use them legitimat
instead of as stovage chests fin
or the family baking, and the 1.
| managed mines ave putting in
shower bath and locker equiy
at the mines, o that your RN
a-year worker can look the pait
| he goes % and returns from
| work, and not, as now, like =
| caped burnt-cork actor—espe
‘when he is riding in his awn
After all, it may be that t
tolerable conditions that N
complains of arve onlv the
aroused by ton mu ProOspi
That’s what the mino superin
ent thought when his men not

T

I'him that they would quit if he |
'not add garages to their $10

{ month houses. But he added the



